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382 REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

A firm believer in the destiny of the South, he sought 
Christian education for its youth, and his was the vision of 
a great University which should provide this. His labour 
for the University of the South, his magnificent plans for it; 
the raising of a handsome endowment and the procuring oi 
its noble domain in east Tennessee bear witness to his ability 
and his loftiness of soul. That the endowment should be 
swept away, and the dream shattered by an internecine war is 
one of the tragedies of history. On this domain his family 
took refuge when the storm seemed about to break and it was 
the wanton destruction of their home, occupied by helpless 
women and children, which finally persuaded him to feel it 
"to be a call of Providence" (I. p. 359) that he accept the 
offer of a Major-General's commission in the Confederate 
Army. He stipulated that he should be released from his 
conmiand so soon as a competent leader could take his place. 
Alas, that release was only to be when he fell dead on the field 
of battle. 

The second volume, which in this new edition has been 
carefully revised from the official war records, is entirely 
made up of accounts of his military campaigns, and forms a 
valuable and intimate history of that portion of the Civil War. 

Those who would condemn Leonidas Polk for his decision, 
if they would read this work, would be impressed with his 
purity of motive, and with his conviction that he was doing 
God service in defending his home against invasion. Read 
sympathetically this work gives one a means of judging the 
South correctly, and of clearing its name, as well as that of 
General Polk, of much that has been said against them. 

Floyd Keelee, A.M., S.T.B. 



Publications of the Nebraska State Historical Society, Vol XIX. 

Edited by Albert Watkins. Lincoln, Nebr., 1919. Pp. -f 357. 
This volume contains much historical material of state im- 
portance, especially upon the Indians, Indian campaigns, early 
life in the commonwealth, and racial elements in the population. 
An article of particular value, "Bohemians in Nebraska," comes 
from the pen of Professor S. B. Hrbkova of the state university 
<pp. 140-158) In a paragraph on Bohemian religious life, Mr. 
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Hrbkova notes that there are forty-four Catholic churches and 
priests, a fine church at Brainard and several flourishing paroch- 
ial schools, twenty Protestant churches, largely Methodist and 
Presbyterian, and five rather recently organized Liberal Think- 
ers' societies. In a consideration of Bohemian literary activi- 
ties, there is mentioned : Reverend A. Klein of Brainard, vicar 
of the Lincoln diocese, a contributor to the Otto Encyclopedia ; 
Fr. G. S. Bros of Schuyler, a frequent writer for the Catholic 
press, and at present working on a history of Nebraska in the 
Bohemian tongue, and Fr. Joseph Habenicht, formerly of Ne- 
braska, now of Chicago, who has written a monograph on the 

Czechs in Nebraska. d t r» 

K. J. F. 



Ideals of America. Prepared for the City Club of Chicago. Chi- 
cago: A. C. McClurg & Co. Pp. 324. 

Like any collection of papers by different authors, the con- 
stituent parts of this book are of varying merit. Some of the 
essays rise to the height of a very real idealism, worthy of the 
very best in our country; others seem to be satisfied with medi- 
ocre attainment and a lower conception which, if it accurately 
represented America's ideal, would bode ill for our land. In 
literary merit these essays also vary greatly. Probably the best 
written is the paper on "Ideals in Law," by former Chief Justice 
Winslow of Wisconsin, and in our judgement, the least worthy 
one is that on "Ideals in Society" by Mrs, Elsie Clews Parsons; 
but perhaps this is because she is dealing with a subject whose 
"ideals" are lower, "Society" in the sense of that nameless 
and purposeless thing which the author tells us is but a "group 
of social facts for which there is no term, for which the best 
descriptive device the sophisticated few have contrived is a 
capital letter and quotation marks," does not lend itself readily 
to ideals. Her slurring remarks about Catholicism, her ready 
classification of "Catholics or Buddists" as apparently on a par, 
stamp her effort as that of a shallow mind. On the other hand. 
Professor Coe in his "Ideals in Religion," although he is unfor- 
tunately satisfied with a nebulous "brotherhood" instead of the 
Catholic ideal which he sets forth in his statement that "The 
only ethical unity of American that Catholicism will at all con- 



